CIVILIZATION    AND    DISEASE

saying to him: "In the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth rise up and
walk."19 Paul and the other apostles performed similar cures.
They were considered the most forceful demonstration of the
power of God and played an important part in the conversion of
pagans. The ancient world fully believed in miracles. Asclepius and
the other gods performed them, while the philosophers Plotinus
and Apollonius of Tyana were said to have wrought miraculous
deeds.20 Just before Julius Caesar was murdered, all the doors and
windows of his house opened up spontaneously, strange noises
were heard, ghosts gleaming like red-hot metal were seen fighting
each other.21 Such stories circulated among the people and were
believed by many: why should they not equally believe in the
Christian miracles? All saints performed them. The Legenda Aurea
is full of reports of miracle cures; they repeat each other in endless
monotony.

Medicine was faith healing in the early Christian community.
When a man was sick, the elders of the church prayed over him,
"anointing him with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer
of faith shall save the sick, and the Lord shall raise him up; and if
he have committed sins, they shall be forgiven him."22 Greek
medicine was a pagan art for which there was no room in the early
church. In the 2nd century A. D. Christian students of Galen were
excommunicated. Gradually, however, a reconciliation took place.
When Christianity became the official religion of the Roman state
it had to compromise with necessity by taking over the cultural
heritage of the past. Christians became physicians and treated pa-
tients by applying the doctrines of pagan medical writers. Medical
books were copied in Benedictine monasteries; hospitals were
erected for the stranger, the poor and the sick.

The rational medical systems of antiquity were saved. They
survived the centuries, were assimilated and integrated into Chris-
tian theology. Galen became a dominating authority but for cen-
turies little progress was made. In a world in which the church
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